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Chapter One: 1: The Long, Strange Road of Evangelizing 

Sammie 

 

―I don‘t …‖ Sammie‘s eyes darted to the ground. She‘d never been able to look up when she said 

the last part. ―Have a home.‖ 

Carlos arched his left eyebrow. ―You‘re homeless?‖  

Sammie picked her head up, a sad smile crossing her face. She nodded. Can’t you tell? I look 

terrible and probably smell worse. ―What‘s it to you?‖ She hadn‘t meant to bark it, but this 

wasn‘t her first time to have a conversation like this with someone like that. 

Except Carlos wasn‘t someone like that. 

―I‘m sorry. That was a dumb question. It‘s just that, well, you seem like you still have hope, 

that things could get better.‖ 

Sammie warmed to his words, like a flower reaching for the sun. ―I do. Some days.‖ 

For the next few weeks, Carlos made a point to meet Sammie and ensure she had food and at 

least a place to stay that night. Soon, he introduced her to his wife, Iris.  

One night, as they were both having dinner with Sammie at a fast food place, Sammie 

confessed, ―I‘ve been lying to you, Carlos. I haven‘t been at the shelter the last few days. I‘ve 

been there too long. They kicked me out. And I‘ve been kicked out of nearly every other place 

around here too. Guess I‘ll have to move somewhere else and hope for the best.‖ 

Carlos glanced at his wife. She nodded. He said, ―Now, I know this probably sounds crazy, 

Sammie, but we‘re prepared to offer you a permanent place to st—.‖ 
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Before he could finish, Sammie leapt over the table, tears flowing. She tried to hug Carlos 

and his wife at the same time, but wound up spilling every drink.  

No one cared. 

―Yes. Yes. Yes. Whatever I have to do, I will. Thank you.‖ 

 

*** 

 

Now, if that‘s not a model of redemptive love, I don‘t know what is.  

This story of Sammie and Carlos is embellished, but it‘s based on truth. These people exist, 

and Carlos and Iris did offer Sammie a place to stay, knowing that if they didn‘t act, her inner 

hope may have been snuffed out by a cruel world. 

But here‘s the striking fact about their story. Carlos, Iris, and Sammie were not Christians. 

And neither did any of these interactions take place within a church or with the blessing of a 

church leader. Simply put, this was one couple helping one woman out of a very trying life 

circumstance.  

Sometimes I feel that we forget that evangelism can often be boiled down to such a simple 

definition: helping others through life. Of course, our help comes in the person of Jesus, but we 

don‘t always have to lead our conversations and interactions with an unbelieving world by 

playing our Jesus card first.  

For instance, even though Sammie and Carlos‘s genesis story is heart-warming, what 

encourages me is the rest of their story, a fascinating narrative of how God brings people to him 

through dozens of winding roads.  
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Carlos helped Sammie get a job at Target, which pays its employees to take part in 

community service projects. Sammie opted to do community service at an event sponsored by 

The nZone. Through that event, Sammie became involved in our church. Through her 

involvement, she eventually gave her life to Christ and was baptized. In being changed, she 

sought to see others experience the same kind of transformation she had. Consequently, she 

invited Carlos and Iris to church. They were baptized two months after her. Now, Carlos also 

serves the church by greeting newcomers on the weekends. 

By common church standards, this is not an extraordinary story (despite the extraordinary 

nature of what actually occurs when an unbeliever turns to Christ). Testimonies like this one 

have abounded in the church since its inception. The details are different, but the road to faith is 

still paved with providential footsteps, as if in hindsight a new believer could never have chosen 

any other route. 

But how often do stories like this happen in your church? In your life? With your not-yet-

Christian friends, co-workers, employees, neighbors, or online connections? My assumption is 

not that often—and that‘s not to denigrate you. Church attendance is down, and we‘re on a fast 

track to mirror our mother country in terms of increasing cultural irrelevance.  

What I‘m trying to say is that we‘re all terrible evangelists and we‘re not getting any better at 

it. 

That‘s why I hope this book will help you: 

 

 Gain a deeper understanding of how our culture became less inclined toward Christian 

belief over the last half-century. 
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 Discover your unique and meaningful Christian voice that can still speak truth to 

power in the public square. 

 Learn how to create proximity spaces, both in your personal life and through your 

church. 

 

So let‘s get started by taking a look at how we went from Mayberry to Modern Family. 
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Chapter Two: The Mirage of Mayberry 
 

Although The Andy Griffith Show ran from 1960–68, lead actor Griffith once said, ―It had a 

feeling of the 1930s. . . . of a time gone by. We were very careful to keep our characters always 

very pure.‖
1
 

If you‘ve never seen the show, you owe it to yourself to watch at least one episode. Andy 

Griffith plays Andy Taylor, Sheriff of Mayberry. With the help of his Aunt Bee, he raises his 

son, Opie, played by a precocious Ron Howard. Scene-stealer and comic relief actor Don Knotts 

plays deputy Barney Fife.  

For a show centered on a sheriff, not much crime actually happened. Most of the episodes 

show Andy fixing Barney‘s problems, Andy parenting Opie, or Andy doling out sage advice for 

the benefit of his community—and the show‘s viewers, of course. In other words, Andy Taylor 

was the stable center of the fictional Mayberry universe. 

For a glimpse into this universe, let‘s take a look at a condensed excerpt from an actual 

script.
2
 

 

INT. CHURCH - DAY - CLOSE SHOT - FRONT PEW 

Barney is next to the aisle, sharing a hymnal with Andy. 

Beside them in the pew are Opie, Aunt Bee, and Clara. 

Behind them sits Gomer. All are singing ―Holy Spirit, 

Truth Divine‖ earnestly. 

                                                 
1https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ahbyf9cbEU 
2
 If you‘d rather watch the episode, search video streaming services for The Andy Griffith Show‘s ―The Sermon for 

Today,‖ Season 4, Episode 4, or visit http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00AWMD6JS. The script excerpts are 

from SimplyScripts: http://www.weeklyscript.com/Andy+Griffith%20-%20The%20Sermon%20For%20Today.html 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ahbyf9cbEU
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00AWMD6JS
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MED. SHOT - DR. TUCKER 

Dr. Tucker, the local minister, has crossed to the lectern. 

He is easy-going, benign. Congregation sits. 

 

DR. TUCKER. We are greatly honored today. It is our 

happy privilege to welcome to our midst a very dear friend 

of mine, Dr. Harrison Everett Breen, of New York City. Dr. 

Breen has interrupted his vacation to join us in worship this 

morning and to bring us, I know, an inspiring message. Dr. 

Breen . . . 

 

Dr. Breen rises and crosses to the pulpit, as Dr. Tucker 

withdraws. 

 

CLOSE SHOT - FRONT PEW - BARNEY AND ANDY 

Barney is about to applaud. Andy catches his hand and 

shakes his head. 

 

MED. SHOT - DR. BREEN 

Dr. Breen enters the pulpit, grasps it with both hands, and 

pauses impressively. He waits for the throat-clearing to 
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stop and the congregation to settle down. Then he begins. 

His delivery is dynamic. Every word is significant. He 

makes the pauses count, too. 

 

DR. BREEN. As I stood here, during the singing of the 

hymn, I asked myself, "What message have I to bring to 

these good people of Mayberry?" And I was reminded of 

an incident. A young man came to me recently, and said he, 

"Dr. Breen . . . what is the meaning of it all?" And I said to 

him, "Young man . . . I'm glad you asked!" (pause) My 

friends, I wish more of us found the time to ask that 

question! (pause) Whither? Whither are we headed? And 

why? Why this senseless rush, this mad pursuit, this frantic 

competition, this pace that kills? Why do we drive 

ourselves as we do? 

 

 

TWO SHOT - ANDY AND BARNEY 

Andy turns to Barney and nods emphatically. Barney is 

caught in the midst of a yawn, but he stifles it and nods in 

agreement. Andy frowns, but the yawn is contagious, and 

he struggles with it himself. This bounces it back to 

Barney, who lets go with a real jaw-stretcher. Andy frowns 
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again and shakes his head. Barney pantomimes his 

innocence. Through all this the voice of Dr. Breen 

continues: 

 

DR. BREEN. (over congregation) In our furious race these 

days to conquer outer space, are we not, perhaps, 

neglecting inner space? Shall we hope to find the secret of 

the universe by hurtling through it? Shall we find the true 

meaning of life by fleeing from it? 

 

CLOSE SHOT - GOMER 

Gomer is sound asleep. He lets out a loud snore. Opie turns 

around to look. The man next to Gomer, whose head has 

been nodding too, snaps it up. He jabs Gomer with his 

elbow. Gomer comes to with a start and almost falls out of 

his seat. Through this the voice of Dr. Breen continues 

without interruption: 

 

DR. BREEN. (over shoulder) Consider how we live our 

lives today. Everything is "run, run, run!" We bolt our 

breakfast, we scan the headlines, we race to the office. The 

full schedule and the split second—these are the gauges of 

success. We drive ourselves from morn to night. My 
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friends, we've forgotten the meaning of the word, 

"Relaxation!" 

 

He pauses to survey the congregation, and slows down his 

tempo. His delivery becomes soothing and mellifluous. 

 

DR. BREEN. What has become of the old-fashioned ways . 

. . the simple pleasures of the past? Who can forget, for 

example, the old-fashioned band concert at twilight on the 

village green? The joy and serenity of just sitting and 

listening? This is lost to us today, and this we should strive 

to recapture. A simple, innocent pleasure. And so I say to 

you dear friends: "Relax, slow down, take it easy. What's 

your hurry? What, indeed, friends, is your hurry?" 

 

DISSOLVE TO: EXT. CHURCH - DAY 

Inside, the organ still plays the recessional. Dr. Breen and 

Dr. Tucker stand at the door, greeting the parishioners as 

they come out. Gomer leads Opie off-screen. 

 

DR. TUCKER. Dr. Breen, may I introduce Sheriff Taylor . 

. . his Aunt Bee . . . Mrs. Johnson and Deputy Fife. 
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They ad lib greetings and shake hands. 

 

AUNT BEE. Oh, Dr. Breen, your sermon has such a 

wonderful lesson for us. 

 

ANDY. Yes, sir, you really hit the nail right on the head 

there. 

 

BARNEY. Yes, sir, that's one subject you just can't talk 

enough about . . . SIN. 

 

They all look at him. Barney shifts uneasily. 

 

DR. BREEN. Well, thank you. 

 

AUNT BEE. Will you be around long? We'd be very 

honored to have you come to dinner. 

 

DR. BREEN. I wish I could but I did promise to drive over 

to Mt. Pilot this afternoon to preach a service. But on my 

way back this evening, I'll stop and have coffee with you, if 

I may. 
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AUNT BEE. Oh, we do hope you will. 

 

ANDY. Oh, that'd be mighty nice. We'll look forward to 

seeing you. 

 

DR. BREEN. Bye. 

 

Ad lib goodbyes. They start out. Bee and Clara comment 

about Dr. Breen to themselves. As Andy and Barney pass 

camera: 

 

ANDY. Talk about sin! 

 

BARNEY. Huh? 

 

The episode builds to an ironic conclusion. Aunt Bee keeps reminding Andy to seek rest, but she 

also goads him into resurrecting ―the old-fashioned band concert at twilight on the village green‖ 

that Dr. Breen mentioned. By the time they‘ve all worked themselves to exhaustion in bringing 

music back to the village green, Dr. Breen finally visits and exclaims, ―Well, it seems as if my 

sermon this morning had some effect.‖ 

Now, not every episode of The Andy Griffith Show was so religious in nature, but like Andy 

would say so many years later, they were careful to keep their characters pure. Andy and Aunt 

Bee would never miss church, and their beliefs could be argued to have represented the culture-
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at-large of the first half of the twentieth century. Until the 1960s, America was predominantly 

Christian—if not in number, then in likely shared belief. At the very least, there was a respect for 

the Christian foundations of much of American culture.  

But such respect would shatter in a matter of a few decades. 
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Chapter Three: The Post-War Decline of the 1950s 
 

From the 1930s to 1950s, in the aftermath of the Great Depression and 

two World Wars, the Church was an integral thread woven into the 

fabric of American culture. Like the flag, mom, and apple pie, the 

Church was a given. Regardless of denomination and whether 

Protestant, Roman Catholic, or Jew, it seemed that nearly everyone 

belonged to a faith community.  

Church membership increased in the fifties. (When‘s the last time those 

particular words have been in the same sentence?) New Protestant and Catholic 

church buildings went up to accommodate our growing population. Churches and 

synagogues burst at the seams.  

In Crossroads of American Religious Life , Robert S. Elwood shares real numbers 

from this time:  

 

During 1950 alone, Roman Catholics reported an inclusive membership increase of 

2.71 percent, and Protestants, relying more on burgeoning chu rch membership 

figures, an increase of 4.15 percent, compared to an overall population increase of 

1.68 percent, itself a ―baby-boom‖ figure that marked the beginning of a decade in 

which the U.S. population increased more than any other decade and its his tory.
3
 

 

                                                 
3
Crossroads of American Religious Life , Robert S. Elwood 
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Protestant Christianity was the dominant expression of faith, and God was an 

authority recognized by all. We prayed to him in schools, acknowledged him on our 

money, and invoked him in government offices. Town meetings, Boy Scout troops, 

and civic and service organizations met in churches. Churches were an accepted 

part of every community, and even a broad, uniting force, as Elwood makes clear:  

 

In the realm of religion, new churches and synagogues were rising and expanding 

into vast parish halls alive with classes, parties, concerts, and innumerable 

meetings planning even greater works in the name of God . . . Some of them joined 

churches in part because churches were seen as a bulwark against communism.
4
 

 

In other words, the Church played a key role in American life. Attending church 

was not an ancillary activity for when you had some free time, needed a quick 

spiritual fix, or felt compelled to visit on Easter and Christmas in order to keep up 

appearances.  

But it was the Baby Boomers who attended Sunday school in the fifties who 

would later wield cultural power and influence as an America that believed in God 

quickly transformed into a culture that rejected everything that had come before —

including God Himself. 

 

The Slow Demise of the Church in America  

In 1945, the generation that had suffered through the Great Depression had defeated 

the Axis powers. They‘d come home to a grateful nation—even a grateful world. 

                                                 
4
Crossroads of American Religious Life , Robert S. Elwood 
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But very few thought they had accomplished this without God‘s help. Church bells 

pealed when World War II ended, and Americans jammed church pews across the 

country, joyfully giving thanks and praising God.  

Everyone had been touched by the war. It had shaped who we were as a nation. 

Facing a common enemy had created emotional bonds across social, and even racial, 

barriers. The threat of death abroad and at home had drawn Americans closer 

together with a shared purpose. Throughout the war years and beyond, we even 

prayed as a nation. 

A strong sense of community and cohesiveness bloomed in America (much like 

those days following the tragedy of 9/11). Friendships forged on the battlefield 

would last a lifetime, undimmed by time or distance. The sisterhood of women who 

waited for their men and worked for the war effort settled into happy domesticity. 

These men and women started families, made money, and went to church.  

Harry Truman presided over our transition from war to peace. The world was 

safe for democracy and God was still sovereign. Truman had employed the most 

terrible weapon in history to bring an end to the conflict, but five years later he 

announced that the U.S. would continue to develop atomic weapons in order to 

counter Soviet aggression. We faced two new threats: communism and the specter of 

nuclear war. The weapon we had used to end the war could now be turned on us by 

our former allies, the Russians. New fears abounded as children were asked to 

regularly practice their duck-and-cover skills during nuclear bomb drills at school.  

The world was changing, again. 
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Booming Wealth  

Following World War II, the middle class grew in numbers and net worth. 

Capitalism was considered a good thing, and the GI Bill educated a record number 

of Americans with over half of our returning fighting men availing themse lves of 

the chance to better their lot in life. Former farmers and working-class men seized 

the opportunity to become doctors, lawyers, architects, and engineers. Boys from 

the barnyard were now men in the boardroom. Many of them had experienced 

grinding poverty during the Depression, and even hunger or homelessness. But they 

had saved the world and now they deserved the rewards.  

The expanding economy provided jobs to salesmen and business owners. Even 

factory workers, tradesmen, and laborers earned decent wages. They were all buying 

homes and having babies. The Greatest Generation had returned to a country ready 

to provide for them. But in hindsight, one could argue that this growing affluence 

resulted in the Greatest Privileged Generation in the history of  the United States (or 

the world, for that matter).  

Baby Boomer children (of which I am one) grew up with comfort, security, and 

privilege that their parents never had—which makes sense since their parents had 

suffered so much and didn‘t want their children to endure the same kinds of 

hardship. Consequently, their children were well -housed, well-fed, and had a degree 

of leisure and recreational time that had never existed for the masses in any society 

in history. And they spent an enormous amount of that time parked in front of a 

small screen broadcasting black-and-white programming every waking hour.  
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The Living-Room Preacher  

In the fifties, television eclipsed radio as the preferred means of information and 

entertainment in the American living room. What s tarted out as a status symbol 

became a necessity, and every family gathered in front of their televisions to be 

entertained as they had once huddled around their radios during the War.  

On that fascinating little picture box, we could  watch our favorite pastime in the 

comfort of our own homes—for free. Many radio programs made the transition to 

the small screen and capitalized on the newest entertainment outlet. We were in 

love, and that affair has not abated to this day.  

When Truman left office in 1953, there were twenty-eight million TVs in 

American homes. By the end of that decade, the number had risen to over sixty -

seven million. Television was an American institution and quickly gained an 

unparalleled influence over our culture.  

Fifties television reflected what our society was, or more accurately, what we 

perceived it to be. Leave it to Beaver  portrayed what most would regard as a typical 

American family unit: father as breadwinner and mother as homemaker and nurturer 

to children. I Love Lucy, Bonanza, Ozzie and Harriet and Father Knows Best  

mirrored the values of America, and by inference, Christianity.  

These programs depicted families with strong bonds, hard -working dads, and 

demure moms who were ideal role models. Their children got into trouble by 

sometimes pushing boundaries, but realized the error of their ways with the help of 

their sagacious parents. All conflict was resolved within thirty minutes. The wisdom 

of these cathode-ray parents was underpinned by a Christian mindset. Not every 
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family looked like the Nelsons or the Andersons of course, but they were the ideal 

to which everyone aspired.  

But even then, television inevitably pushed the envelope of what was acceptable. 

Alfred Hitchcock Presents  first aired in 1955, and the famous director lost a few 

battles with network censors. A local Philadelphia station gave Rock n‘ Roll a 

platform on American Bandstand  in 1952, which took off nationally in 1956 when 

Dick Clark took over and introduced the Top 40 format.  

The Many Loves of Dobie Gillis  debuted in 1959 and centered exclusively on the 

lives of teenagers. But it wasn‘t the clean-cut Dobie who captured the imaginations 

of adolescent viewers. It was Maynard G. Krebs, the directionless, work -phobic 

Beatnik prototype who rejected the traditional American way of life.  

With America glued to their TV screens, a new habit was forming which would 

provide ample opportunity to dissuade people from their faith.  

In the late fifties, dramas introduced more adult -themed content. The producers 

of Route 66 also gave us Naked City , a police drama often depicting sordid or 

bizarre crimes: kidnappings, mob hits, murder (one victim was a Beat poet!) drug 

rings, serial killers and even hostage-taking in a police precinct. These gritty stories 

were the precursor to the hundreds of similar shows today that would become more 

graphic as time went on.  

Memories of World War II were fading, but two shows about the war had 

different approaches. Twenty years after the Allied victory, it was acceptable to 

make a comedy about war. Hogan’s Heroes poked fun at the inept Nazis guarding 

them in a P.O.W. camp in Germany. Combat,set in France, was more realistic. For 
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five seasons it portrayed American G.I.s battling the evil of the Third Reich. It was 

a favorite of millions of vets who related to the lives of the soldiers.  

However, teenagers were quickly becoming the key demographic of American 

broadcasters. Peyton Place and The Mod Squad appealed to younger viewers. Based 

on the best-selling, racy novel of the same name, Peyton Place portrayed illicit 

sexual situations, pregnancy, abortion, and incest. The Mod Squad featured three 

rebellious young people—a woman, a black man, and a white man—recruited to be 

detectives. They inspired teenagers to be ―hip.‖  

The American public was developing a taste for sordid stories on their screens 

and more were sure to come. Television was quickly changing our tolerance of 

material once considered unacceptable. Just imagine Andy Taylor showing up at 

Peyton Place. 

From my perspective, the sixties was the last decade of broadcast television that 

presupposed all Americans shared the same attitudes toward morals and manners 

borne of an acknowledgement of God‘s authority. Television helped chip away both 

the innocence of children and the honesty of adults.  It would likewise challenge the 

sanctity of the family while increasing the worship of self to absurd proportions.  

The revolution had started.  
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Chapter Four: The Shattering of Society in the 1960s 
 

Baby boomers remember the sixties as a pivotal period in their lives. For most, the 

passage from childhood to adulthood took place during those ten tumultuous years. 

We were poised to take over. The revolution was about to begin. Our time was due.  

In fact, the revolution did come, but not in one decisive moment.  Rather, 

thousands of incremental shifts forever changed the face of America. A long string 

of minor coups chipped away at the former faith-based culture of America. Boomers 

saw the flaws and inequality of American society and challenged their elders‘ mora l 

authority. The civil rights movement, the women‘s liberation movement, and the 

Vietnam War gave us ample fodder for arguments that America needed to change its 

ways. ―Hip‖ was born into the American lexicon, and ―what happened in the sixties is that hip 

became central to the way American capitalism understood itself and explained itself to the 

public.‖
5
 

The Beats, predecessors of the hippies, wore berets, dark glasses, used marijuana 

and hard drugs, and advocated indiscriminate sex. Self -impressed with their own 

intellects as artists and philosophers, they were self -righteous and smug, even as 

they were addicts living self-destructive lives. Considering themselves morally 

superior to the middle class, the Beats detested American culture and rejected 

nearly every sacred tenet of decent behavior, Christianity, and Capitalism.  

Like their writing, their lives were dark and joyless. These avant -garde writers 

hated America and wanted to change it to align with their own views. Holding 

                                                 
5
The Conquest for Cool, Thomas Frank, Chicago Press, 1997 
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themselves apart and above the rest of society, they wanted more than anything to 

be cool. Increasingly, that meant criticizing America. Writers Jack Kerouac, William 

Burroughs, and Allen Ginsberg became anti -establishment symbols. 

Their influence permeated the new consciousness of the sixties and affected the 

way American youth experienced the world. Contempt for all things traditionally 

American filtered down from the Beat writers to young people increasingly 

disillusioned with their country.  

In my estimation, these men had a greater impact on our culture than most 

people think. Espousing personal freedom and nonconformity, they fancied 

themselves revolutionaries and looked for a new social order devoid of the virtues 

Christians value. To them, America was the enemy, and destroying its social fabric 

and institutions was the ultimate goal. Their attitudes were insinuated into the 

American college classroom and influenced the next generations with anti -American 

and stolidly anti-Christian views. This tincture of evil contaminated the mindset of 

America‘s young people, influenced other writers, artists, and musicians, and 

ultimately changed the identity of America.  

Worship of God slowly devolved into worship of self.Freedom from the 

strictures of a Christian ethos allowed for ―personal l iberation.‖ Ego became 

paramount. Getting what you want and what made you happy trumped all else. 

(Remember, ―Embrace who you are.‖)  

As children in the fifties, Boomers were hypnotized by The Adventures of 

Superman, whose mission was the oft-repeated and well-known phrase, ―Truth, 

Justice and the American Way.‖ Yet nothing offended the Beats more than the 
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American Way. They believed that Way stifled true creativity and individualism and 

sought to dismantle it. They hated conformity while slavishly adhering to their own 

set of behaviors.  

In a world where the Beats took center stage and writings of the liberal press 

were seen as a rejection of their parents‘ ideals, Boomers began abandoning 

Christianity in favor of existentialism, naturalism, secularism, Zen, Hari Krishna, 

and other forms of spiritual alternatives that rejected Jesus Christ. Even for those 

who weren‘t spiritual or religious, Boomers coming of age saw their parents‘ morals 

as confining and repressive.  

Roger Rosenblatt says it well in an article for Time:  

 

America was not merely free; it was freed, unshackled. The image was of 

something previously held in check, an explosive force of a country that moved 

about in random particles of energy at the same time gained power and prospered. 

To be free was to be modern; to be modern was to take chances. The American 

century was to be the century of unleashing, of breaking away, at first from the 19
t h

 

century (as Freud, Proust, Einstein, and others had done), and eventually from any 

constraints at all.
6 

 

The Rise of the Young 

Youthful thinking had become infected by a distilled version of Beat philosophy, 

and Boomers‘ indignation at injustice produced a self -righteous attitude of assumed 

                                                 
6
 Roger Rosenblatt, What Really Mattered? Time . October 1983, p.25. 
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authority. They were going to change the world by force of their own will: It’s okay 

God, we’ll take it from here. We don’t need you anymore. We’ve got this.  

With the affluence of the post-war middle class, teenagers became the target and 

prize for every advertiser.  

Mad Men‘s Don Draper is the prototype for the armies of advertising executives 

who would take marketing to new levels, and television was the perfect platform to 

reach the Boomers. Children of the sixties were the bulk of the population and 

fecund soil for ideas slipped into advertising campaigns, which became increasingly 

secular and sexual as time went on. At the time, the older generation likely thought, 

―How ya gonna keep ‗em down on the farm, after they‘ve seen TV?‖  

Advertising seduced youth with rampant materialism, a new ―gospel‖ befitting 

capitalism at its zenith. Whatever normalizes perversion can be named a false 

gospel, and the false gospel of materialism sought to normalize the unending cycle 

of spending and advertising as a legitimate venue toward happiness and fulfillment.  

Christmas became a retail juggernaut that soon had little to do with Jesus. Santa 

Claus became the symbol of Christianity for the American consumer. Holy days 

became holidays hijacked by Madison Avenue. Advertisers needed the revenue that 

came from Christian consumers, but somehow managed to repackage ou r holy days 

into secular celebrations that consumed the actual existence of these holy days.  

We worshipped at the altar of materialism. The Church was replaced by the 

shopping mall. Salvation came not from the blood of our Savior, but at the price of 

a new car, home, hairstyle, or wardrobe. Consumers were targeted by appealing to 

their emotional needs, to be part of the elite, to be attractive to the opposite sex, or 
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all of the above. A never-ending pursuit of things occupied the minds and egos of 

Americans. Hyper-consumerism helped turn the focus from sacrifice to greed, from 

God to luxury and from Church to the mall. But material items can never satisfy the 

needs of the soul.  

The sixties were a poignant example that ―All is vanity,‖ and it was fast 

becoming a time when God was no longer important.  

 

The Sixties Revolution 

The 1960s ushered in a new era in American history. Everyone over the ages of six 

or seven in November of 1963 can tell you what they were doing when President 

Kennedy was shot. His assassination shattered the innocence of our country. And 

though people longed for Mayberry, that America had faded as TV turned 

technicolor, and no one really believed in that old black -and-white show anymore.  

Television enabled Americans to experience history i n real time. Millions, 

including children, watched in horror as Jack Ruby killed Lee Harvey Oswald in the 

garage of a Dallas jail on a live television feed. The Vietnam war played out nightly 

on the news during the dinner hour.  

Violence was not only an everyday occurrence in fictional television programs, 

it was a constant headline on radio and television. In the days before cable and the 

Internet, only three outlets for television news existed, with little difference among 

the networks‘ reporting.  

After the Kennedy assassination, Americans became accustomed to seeing live 

violence on their TV screens, starting with the race riots in Harlem and Philadelphia 
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in 1964. For the remainder of the decade, images of conflict invaded our screens 

seemingly every day. Fights over racial justice and riots between anti -war 

demonstrators and law enforcement occurred in over one hundred cities. The 

murders of Martin Luther King, Jr. and Robert Kennedy, only two months apart, 

were followed by the 1968 Democratic National Convention. Radical activists and 

police turned the streets of Chicago into a bloody battleground.  

Violence was now becoming The American Way.  

Every aspect of American culture came under scrutiny by the young and was 

found wanting. The civil rights movement , women‘s liberation, and protesting the 

war in Vietnam war captured Baby Boomers‘ passions. They indicted the society 

their parents had fought so hard to preserve. Depending on their level of outrage, 

these enraged Boomers engaged in varying degrees and forms of protest.   

Their contempt for the Vietnam War extended to anyone who dared to disagree 

or question them. This disdain manifested itself in the way they treated soldiers 

returning from battle. To this day, Vietnam vets feel the sting of rejection and  

hatred that once greeted them on American soil. These young men had no say in the 

policies of war. Most of them were drafted and chose to wear the uniform as their 

fathers had a mere twenty-five years before. 

Boomers went to college in greater numbers than any preceding generation. 

College campuses became the center of protests where middle class and privileged 

children championed the proletariat, and these protests continued into the seventies. 

The vast majority of college students had attended Sunday school in their youth, but 
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few attended services once they were on campus. On most campuses God was 

unwelcome. 

Without the influence of God, students were more easily persuaded to embrace 

anti-American ideals. Professors who preached disdain for America, its traditions, 

and even its form of government lived privileged and insular lives in academia. 

They enjoyed all the benefits of capitalism and democracy without any of the 

responsibility.   

Over the past fifty years, the left has held sway in the college classroom, filling 

the minds of those who would be responsible for carrying on American society with 

ideas antagonistic to America itself. Future leaders were indoctrinated with the 

notion that the United States is guilty of more sins against humanity than  any 

totalitarian regime past or present.  

American youth seized on the need for social change and hyperbolized 

legitimate injustices into the failure of America as a whole. Nothing that came 

before was valid. They knew better than their elders or anyone wh o came before. 

 

The Significance of The Pill  

Approved by the FDA in 1960, The Pill launched the sexual revolution. Though 

married women were the largest group to use oral contraceptives when it first came 

on the market, The Pill became widely available in a short time.  

Unmarried couples could now engage in sexual activity without fear of 

pregnancy. Young people were having sex at younger ages and with more partners 
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than ever before. Chastity until marriage was unnecessary, another rejection of their 

parents‘ mores. Consequently, marriage seemed more and more unnecessary.  

Logically, if there is no God and the consequences of all that life holds is death, 

is it any wonder that America has a teen suicide problem? Add to this the lack of 

logic and reason as a natural response to problem-solving and we can easily 

envision a culture that absolutely believes no absolute truth exists. If no truth exists 

and we have no hope, it‘s logical that abortion becomes so easily rationalized. No 

logic, no reason, no absolute truth, abortion on demand = no God! This is the 

postmodern worldview. Man was not made in the image of God, or there is no God. 

Man is just a product of happenstance, and this is all there is!  

The Church missed its opportunity to get ahead of these critici sms and the 

enemies of God seized the opportunity to exploit those initial good intentions. The 

rights of the individual became the tyranny of the individual.  

The truth is, people don‘t know what to believe. Today, hundreds of competing 

ideologies and philosophies compete for a person‘s heart and mind.  

Prior to the sixties we lived in a modern culture of either/or thinking: Capitalist 

or Communist, Christian or atheist, etc. There were terrible situations in America 

too: racial prejudice, segregation, and an unpopular war that cost thousands of 

lives. 

Baby Boomers grew to distrust the establishment, and information that came 

from leadership was suspect. Even Boomers who didn‘t participate in marches, 

protests, or acts of civil disobedience were skeptical about the government. This 

lack of faith in authority led to no belief in the narrative of an American culture. 



Mayberry to Modern // Creed Branson 

29 

Without such belief, soon there was no belief in the metanarrative of a society that 

operated upon the structure of the Judeo-Christian model, which helped give way to 

postmodernism. 

The story of God in the Bible is a metanarrative. So we wonder why young 

people today have lost their faith. By abandoning absolute truth, their worldviews 

are rendered relative and experiential. No absolute truth equals  moral relativism. 

There was a time not too long ago when absolute truth was the foundation for all 

conversations. But experience has replaced truth because all truth is now subjective. 

When we read an article in the newspaper, the conclusions we draw are shaped by 

the lens we use. If our lens is truth, we can disagree with one another by employing 

a logical argument.  

In the absence of belief in absolute truth, reason takes a backseat to experience. 

A scenario often played out on TV demonstrates this. A pe rson who makes logical 

and insightful points will be attacked by someone who disowns the truth. This 

attacker is often a person who can‘t answer with the same degree of logic —or 

maybe any logic at all—but bases his response on how he feels.A shouting match 

ensues when no further argument is available to the postmodernist, and he resorts to 

name-calling or simply shouting no.  

This is evident within the LGBT community. Facts inform the medical 

community that the gay lifestyle has a higher incidence of promis cuity, disease, and 

emotional disorders. When confronted with this verifiable data, proponents in the 

LGBT camp also shout no. They simply insist this is how they are made and the 

world has to live with it. They label those who disagree as intolerant. This  narrative 
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is not established through truth, but rather through the modern method of 

subjective, feelings-based relativism. 

A postmodernist view is subjective to the individual, an aftereffect of pluralism. 

The lack of objectivity is the root problem with the postmodernist who seeks to 

redefine truth in his own terms by disregarding fact and substituting emotion for 

veracity. What results is personal freedom without personal responsibility, a direct 

product of pride. 

The world is clearer and healthier when we see truth and act and speak 

accordingly.  



Mayberry to Modern // Creed Branson 

31 

Chapter Five: The Slow Fade to Irrelevance in the 1970s 
and On 

 

If the sixties were a tipping point in the Cultural Revolution, the last thirty years of the twentieth 

century saw the conservative values typified in Mayberry slip away, even as a new conservatism 

rose in political circles. 

The last of the Baby Boomers entered first grade in 1970 while the first began raising their 

own families. Those in their teens and twenties were coming of age in a country that barely 

resembled the America their parents had fought so hard to preserve. 

The mass protests of the sixties subsided, but radicals continued trying to influence policy 

and perception with bombings. The Weather Underground, formed by disaffected members of 

Students for a Democratic Society, planned an attack in 1970 on military targets around New 

York. One of the terrorists crossed the wrong wires, leveling the Greenwich Village townhouse 

where this group was busy making plans and building bombs, killing three of their own. 

Their leader, Katherine Boudin, escaped and went underground. Eleven years later she 

surfaced and was arrested for her involvement in the robbery of an armored car that resulted in 

the death of three officers. She served twenty years for second-degree murder. 

Despite her criminal acts, she remains a hero to the radical left. Upon release from jail she 

was hired by St. Luke‘s-Roosevelt Hospital Center. On the same day a Rutgers basketball coach 

resigned for being too physical with players and using anti-gay slurs, Boudin was named the 

2013 Sheinberg Scholar-in-Residence at NYU Law School.
7
 

                                                 
7
 http://www.breitbart.com/Big-Government/2013/04/04/The-Gory-Details-About-Terrorist-Teacher-Kathy-Boudin. 
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Protests against the Vietnam conflict continued, reaching critical mass just a month after the 

Greenwich Village disaster. On May 4, 1970, the Ohio National Guard killed four students 

during a demonstration at Kent State University. Hundreds of campuses closed from student 

strikes in the aftermath of the shootings. 

Unaware that they were being manipulated, in their hubris the counterculture thought they 

could reshape America into a Utopia of their own making without honoring or even 

acknowledging God. This was the cultural and spiritual divide.  

Christianity had been the glue that held America together. Young people were unaware that 

the influence of the Beats and anger against the Vietnam War and other social issues provided 

rationale to vilify the country. If they couldn‘t change the government or quickly effect the 

changes they wanted, they could (and did) express their contempt by flouting traditional 

standards of behavior.  

Nixon ended the war in 1974, and most young people were losing interest in protests even 

while continuing to embrace permissive attitudes. While hard-core radicals maintained hostile 

attitudes toward the establishment, the Boomers who marched against the war were faced with 

the realities of making a living, supporting families, and paying mortgages. They turned their 

attention to the future and their own interests.  

Nixon‘s presidency had soured American youth on politics in general, and there remained 

among them a general distrust of authority, which included the Church. Religion was pointless 

and restrictive. Christianity had been used to justify the sins of Western culture. How dare the 

church label their choices as sin. They rejected the Church and its values. 

                                                                                                                                                             

http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2013/04/10/how-1960s-radicals-ended-up-teaching-

your-kids.html 

http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2013/04/10/how-1960s-radicals-ended-up-teaching-your-kids.html
http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2013/04/10/how-1960s-radicals-ended-up-teaching-your-kids.html
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Sex outside of marriage was not only acceptable; it was practical. Drugs were mind-

expanding, and pregnancy was optional, easily preventable, and just as easily interrupted. 

Marriage was unnecessary. All authority was corrupt and deserved no respect. 

Ideals that had been shared on both sides of the political aisle were now increasingly 

irrelevant. The quintessentially American character established on Christian standards of 

behavior was assaulted on every front by those who were seeking not to continue or improve the 

American ideal but to destroy it.  

Others were writing God‘s obituary. Dismantling the traditional model of Christian faith was 

the goal. By diluting the Gospel, distorting God‘s message, and denying his authority, they 

succeeded in convincing the naïve that God was an angry, judgmental, and cold-hearted deity—

assuming he existed at all. 

For two millennia, the biblical view of God's immutable and unchanging truth had been 

accepted as absolute. However, twentieth-century skeptics were not the first to attempt to 

―reimagine‖ the nature of God. 

 

Does God Evolve? The Predecessor to Relativism 

In the eighteenth century, led by so-called reasonable philosophers and thinkers who declared 

that humanity didn't need Christianity or a Christian worldview to explain the universe, 

Enlightenment thinkers challenged the traditional Christian construct. The physical and 

metaphysical aspects of our environment, and even humanity itself, could be understood solely 

through experience and reason. Humanism and naturalism sprouted when scientific concepts 

began to take root. Faith was unnecessary when facts could be established, quantified, and 

categorized. 
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Their criticisms of the Bible became a study of human analysis and less the divinely directed 

writings of a deity with the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Seeking truth became a study of man, 

not God.   

Process theology presents a view that God is in the process of becoming or developing. 

Implicit in this thinking is that God is imperfect, because if God is changing, he is becoming 

something better than he once was. In other words, even God evolves. 

This idea works well with people who believe they can change God's mind, which 

completely distorts the objective of prayer. Prayer should be considered an opportunity to bend 

our will to the mind of God, not man bending God's will to accommodate our whims and desires. 

Open theism theorizes that God offers free will, and as such God does not know the result of 

one person‘s decisions or the rippling effects of those decisions. In other words, God knows what 

God is going to do, but he does not know what man is going to do because he offers man 

freedom to choose.  

The question that must be answered in all of this is, ―Who or what is God?" In orthodox 

Christianity we begin with, ―God is God.‖ From that we get, ―God is love, justice, mercy, and the 

perfect expression of every good quality and characteristic.‖  

In the aforementioned teachings, the premise of God does not begin with God is God, but 

rather that God is really some lesser entity. For example, in open theism the proponent might 

begin with, ―God is flexible‖ or, ―God is love.‖ In either of these scenarios we eventually get to 

God being something less than his omniscience or omnipotence. The fact that some say God 

does not know what God is going to do diminishes his power and authority, thereby giving tacit 

permission to ignore his commandments.  
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Reject Disco or Reject God? 

In the seventies and moving forward, all of these ―reasons‖ were used to justify rejecting God 

and his Church. 

America‘s bicentennial in 1976 commemorated our Declaration of Independence, which laid 

the foundation for a new nation of free people who ―are endowed by their Creator with certain 

unalienable rights.‖ President Gerald Ford opened the celebration at the Old North Church in 

Boston in 1975 saying, ―We kept the faith, freedom flourished, liberty lived.‖ 

Programs, ceremonies, and festivals throughout the next fifteen months culminated on July 4, 

1976 in Philadelphia where Ford affirmed, ―The American adventure began here with a firm 

reliance on the protection of Divine Providence. It continues in a common conviction that the 

source of our blessings is a loving God, in whom we trust.‖  

For two hundred years America had prospered as a people who honored God. Our laws grew 

out of the Judeo-Christian principles and our behavior upon which our conduct was modeled.  

Hippies and liberals were witnessing the rejection of their movements that would morph into 

the new liberalism. With the exception of hard-core radicals who had descended into criminal 

behavior, these children of the sixties had lost the public forum for their causes. They had aged 

out. The vaunted revolution didn‘t come after all.  

While the shootings at Kent State sparked demonstrations on campuses all over the country, 

it didn‘t bring about the wholesale overthrow of our government. But activism didn‘t fade away; 

it just changed its face. Two weeks after Kent State, two men submitted the first same-sex 

marriage application in Minnesota in 1971. That same year, the Minnesota Supreme Court ruled, 

―The institution of marriage as a union of man and woman uniquely involving the procreating 

and rearing of children within the family is as old as the book of Genesis.‖ 
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The offensive against the marriage covenant continued in 1973 with the signing of the first 

―no-fault‖ divorce laws. From 1970 to 1980, the divorce rate went from 33 percent to 52 percent. 

It has hovered around 50 percent since then, a tragic statistic that represents immeasurable pain 

for American families. I believe Satan has advanced his purposes more through tearing apart 

marriages and damaging families than through war and pestilence. 

In that same year, Roe vs. Wade removed restrictions on abortion in the first two trimesters. 

Partial-birth abortion, more accurately called infanticide, would come later, endorsed by 

President Barack Obama. 

Philosophy, art, and music as expressions of God were reinvented to reflect the self in post-

Vietnam War America. God became convenient and put in a place of one‘s choosing. Pleasing 

God was not an issue; God‘s purpose was to please the individual. This became increasingly 

evident in music, movies, and especially television.  
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Chapter Six: Seeing Our Reflection in the TV Screen 
 

Entertaining as it was, All in the Family promoted a political agenda. On the most popular TV 

show of the decade, blue-collar bigot Archie Bunker spouted right-wing views while his daughter 

and son-in-law were constantly and visibly exasperated by his thunderous convictions. Archie 

looked foolish, ignorant, and wrong on every level.  

While it was hailed as groundbreaking, funny, provocative, and sometimes poignant, All in 

the Family managed to paint all conservatives with the same broad brush. Archie‘s opinionated 

character personified all that liberals hated. He was a buffoon who clung to outdated and 

discredited social concepts reduced to a cartoon character, while those around him were 

reasonable, long-suffering, and wise. Like an iron fist in a velvet glove, contempt wrapped in 

comedy sent an unsubtle message: those who disagree with the liberal worldview are stupid. If 

you think like that, you‘re stupid too.  

All in the Family was one small step for TV, but one giant leap on the path leaving Mayberry 

and heading for Modern Family. 

Produced by the same group, Sanford and Son was the black version of All in the Family 

with X-rated comedian Redd Fox in the title role. His character mirrored Archie Bunker‘s 

prejudices but with a sharper edge of overt resentment toward other races. 

By 1975, Bonanza, Gunsmoke, and other shows that had embraced traditional values left the 

airwaves and were replaced by programs with a dramatic shift in content and theme, appealing to 

an increasingly liberal audience.  

The Waltons and Little House on the Prairie were charming period pieces, but sitcoms and 

dramas that encouraged a liberal mindset, which were often antithetical to Christian values, 
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dominated prime time. One example was Soap, a parody of daytime dramas that had the first 

openly homosexual character who wanted a sex change, played with limp-wristed relish by Billy 

Crystal. Soap‘s characters spoke openly about sex acts and committed nearly every immoral act 

from adultery to a teacher seducing a young boy. 

Saturday Night Live used humor to disparage conservatives, Christians, and anyone they 

considered ―intolerant‖ of their point of view. The show has been credited with influencing 

presidential elections for progressives. SNL was the darling of the hip crowd. It has survived for 

forty years with varying degrees of success, often crossing the line of what is acceptable and 

becoming more vulgar with each season. Christians are a favorite target for ridicule and the show 

often takes irreverent satire to outright blasphemy. Sketches mocking Christ-followers are a 

staple. In 2013, SNL portrayed Jesus as a weapon-wielding murderer who leaves a trail of bloody 

bodies on a quest for revenge: ―He‘s risen from the dead, and he‘s preaching anything but 

forgiveness.‖ 

As the eighties progressed, the agenda of the liberal elite, and specifically with regard to 

sexual behaviors, lifestyles, and abortion, would polarize the United States. Conservatives and 

liberals queued up behind party lines. Battling over an ever-widening chasm of ideology, 

Republicans and Democrats forgot the principles upon which the Republic was founded. In their 

petty squabbles for power and position, they lost the reason we are all here: to love God and each 

other, labels be damned. 

In 1988, Roseanne Barr headlined a show about a working-class family. Unlike The 

Honeymooners, whose characters were poor but ultimately aligned with traditional values, 

Roseanne embraced vulgarity as a matter of pride. With an absence of any moral template, it 

showcased ―normal‖ storylines of homosexual relationships and gay marriage, unmarried 
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pregnancy, promiscuity, drug use, alcoholism, and mental illness. Barr was eager to give gays a 

friendly platform to advance their political purposes and to demonstrate her sincerity: on one 

episode she kissed Mariel Hemingway.  

The Conner family floundered through life, treated each other with contempt, and dealt with 

financial troubles and other problems without relying on the benefits of a loving God. They were 

threatened by the prospect of their daughter going to college and surpassing them. Roseanne said 

of her show, ―Our family is so bad that it makes people feel better about the hell holes that their 

families are.‖ 

Other sitcoms followed suit, further corroding the Christian principles that had guided our 

country to become a beacon of hope to the world. Cheers, Murphy Brown, Married… with 

Children, and Beverly Hills 90210 all featured racy themes that repudiated the standards we grew 

up with. Even The Golden Girls, a favorite of the Medicare crowd, was rife with sexual content 

and situations, gay characters, and a transvestite, and the show generally pushed the liberal 

agenda. 

Cable TV wasn‘t subject to any kind of censorship, and as the stations multiplied, so did the 

lewd and immoral characters who populated the airwaves. 

  

The Self-Important Eighties 

Boomers graduated from hippies to yuppies in the eighties. They were building careers, houses, 

and families, but the rejection of their parents‘ lifestyles had lasting effects. They turned their 

attention away from wanting to change the world and concentrated on a subject infinitely more 

interesting and important: themselves. 
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Embarking on a journey to ―find‖ themselves, self-discovery inevitably led to self-

indulgence. They looked for meaning everywhere but the Church, experimenting with all things 

moral, spiritual, and chemical.  

Drugs, especially marijuana, were commonplace, and cocaine became as typical as the 

martini at parties among the educated middle class and affluent. Eastern religions, astrology, 

transcendental meditation, and other New Age pursuits were all preferable alternatives to the 

traditions of Western/Christian culture that had been cherished by their parents. The breakdown 

of the family unit resulted from this gluttony of hedonism, leading them further from the Church 

and away from Jesus. 

And where was the Church during these tumultuous times? Countless cultural changes forced 

Christians to respond with changes of their own. Certain movements combined some of the 

values of the sixties with Christianity. The most popular were the ―Jesus Freaks,‖ or as some 

called them, ―Jesus People‖ or ―The People of God.‖  

A reaction to the rampant illicit behavior of the hippies in Haight/Ashbury in San Francisco 

gave birth to the Jesus Freak movement. These long-haired, bell-bottomed, peace-sign-wearing, 

formerly drug-crazed people found Jesus in a way that confounded traditional mainline 

denominations. Freaks were bringing people, most notably young people, to Christ by the 

thousands. The Jesus Freaks even employed some of the same tactics used by the Beats in the 

late fifties and sixties by building coffee shops where young people could come and listen to 

Christian bands and worship Jesus. These coffee shops were early versions of proximity spaces. 

Unfortunately, equal numbers of ―traditionalists‖ claimed these really weren‘t conversions 

but a watering down of the faith, which allowed the freaks to continue to do drugs and participate 
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in other immoral behavior. The music these young people listened to would eventually cause 

them to question the traditional church with its liturgy and old hymns. 

Reluctant to cross-pollinate, leaders of mainline churches largely missed an opportunity to 

reach some of the more alienated Boomers. In 1972, over seventy thousand attended Explo 72, 

where Jesus Freaks and kids from pew-and-steeple churches came together in Dallas to hear 

Billy Graham and others encourage a life of Christian service. 

Many churches responded to this new face of Christianity by placing drums on stage and 

adding electric guitars, along with introducing a new brand of Christian worship music, like 

Norman Grenbaum‘s one-hit wonder ―Spirit in the Sky‖ and Gene MacLellan‘s ―Put Your Hand 

in the Hand,‖ first sung by Anne Murray.  

As churches started making these changes, the Worship Wars ensued on Sunday mornings all 

across America. The older generation wanted classic hymns. The younger generation wanted 

more contemporary music. Instead of recognizing the peace and unity found in these differences, 

people dropped out of church or shopped other churches. To make matters worse, many of these 

unhappy folks tossed insults at the church and its leadership. A consumeristic mindset seemed to 

have taken hold of the church. 

 

The Nineties 

The moral landscape of American television, both broadcast and cable, continued to move the 

line of what was acceptable throughout the nineties. If TV were any measure of American 

attitudes and behavior, sexual purity and godliness did not exist. 

As the new millennium approached, America‘s counterculture had become popular culture. 

Television had accomplished what all the protestors weren‘t able to do: change the direction of 
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our country and turn it away from the face of God. Any self-indulgent, destructive lifestyle, 

habit, or behavior was celebrated as desirable. What we used to be warned about was now 

encouraged. Deviant behaviors had been elevated by television and other media and now enjoy 

special protection under the law. 

Addiction is rampant, and not just to substances, but also to pornography, gambling, 

promiscuous sex, eating, video games, the Internet, and more. Mind-numbing and soul-sapping, 

these addictions occupy our time, dominate our thought-lives, and distract us from the One 

person who loves you more than anyone, our Father.  

God has been replaced by anything else. Promoting self with the anthem of selfishness—

what I want—is paramount. The goal in life is to follow every impulse no matter where it leads. 

Substitute ―self‖ with Satan and the strategy becomes clear: ―Do what you want. There will be no 

consequences. Nothing bad will happen. Surely you won‘t die.‖  

So many people, including Christians, have bought into this ancient lie that the very soul of 

America is in peril. The what-I-want philosophy trumps everything, even to the point of 

sacrificing others‘ lives. Abortion is the fail-safe for birth control. ―I have a right to do what I 

want with my own body,‖ is the battle cry for reproductive rights. (That may be, but it‘s not your 

body that‘s scraped away and discarded like so much waste.) Abortion is the silent holocaust. 

God gave us his rules, not to be mean or punish us, but to keep us from harm. His spiritual 

laws are just as immutable as the physical laws that govern the universe he made for us to live in. 

Gravity always works. Without it we would spin off into space and die. Gravity keeps us safe.  

The laws he laid down for how we live are the same. The chair you may be sitting on as you 

read this are molecules held together by God‘s will. His will keeps you from falling down. 



Mayberry to Modern // Creed Branson 

43 

How much more thought and love did he put into the effort to create you? As every molecule, 

atom, and quark obey the structures for which he made them, we are likewise called upon to live 

within the confines of his commandments. Boundaries not only limit our behaviors to those that 

please God, boundaries also keep out the dangers that can separate us from his love and 

protection. 

Television is a fixture in every home in the United States. In the last thirty years of the 

twentieth century it became a vehicle to deliver programming that programs us. Its influence is 

undeniable. The little black-and-white picture tube that took us to Mayberry has turned into a 

flat-screen, high-definition sewage line. As we turned the corner into the new millennium, the 

situation hasn‘t improved. 

Those who wanted to leave Mayberry for Modern Family argue that this is a journey toward 

freedom and love. But it isn‘t love or freedom. It‘s idolatry, and idolatry always leads to slavery.  

We were made for better stuff than this. 
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Chapter Seven: The Inevitability of Modern Family 
 

As a Baby Boomer myself, the drastic changes our culture has experienced from Mayberry to 

Modern Family seem to have happened overnight. A simple way to see that monumental change 

is to contrast Andy Griffith with one of this millennium‘s most-watched family TV shows. 

Modern Family purports to show exactly what the title suggests: today‘s modern families. 

With three kids, Phil and Claire Dunphy represent a traditional family. Claire‘s dad, Jay, 

represents the wealthy, older divorcee who married a young and buxom beauty, Gloria. She has a 

young son, Manny, from her previous marriage. Claire‘s brother, Mitchell, lives with his partner, 

Cameron, and they‘ve adopted a child, Lily. 

The show makes ample use of on-camera interviews. During an episode entitled ―Grapes and 

Sizes
8
,‖ Mitchell looks to the camera and says: 

 

Ah yes. The Young Attorney Merger Summit. YAMS. (beat). Yeah, I made that up. What 

I‘m actually worried about is my fifteen-year high school reunion. My ten-year was a 

disaster. And God knows how people would react if I brought Cam. It‘s really for his 

benefit. The past just isn‘t ready for it. 

 

Later, Mitchell and Manny (his much younger step-brother by way of his dad‘s marriage to 

Gloria) go to the mall so Mitchell can find a suit to wear to his high school reunion. 

 

                                                 
8
 http://www.simplyscripts.com/scripts/MF2script.pdf. 



Mayberry to Modern // Creed Branson 

45 

MITCHELL. It‘s just that . . . I have my fifteen-year 

reunion coming up and Cam can‘t know about it. 

 

MANNY. But your wardrobe is already amazing. What‘s 

with the suits? 

 

MITCHELL. I just need to make a good impression. And 

Cam . . . well, for his sake it‘s best he doesn‘t go. 

 

MANNY. Sounds to me like Cam‘s not the real problem. 

You‘re insecure. 

 

MITCHELL. Hey, I‘m not insecure. It‘s the people at that 

reunion that‘ll be insecure. What with their expensive suits 

and perfect lives and two-and-a-half kids. I‘m the one 

doing my boyfriend a favor. 

 

MANNY. By saying he doesn‘t exist? (beat). If you really 

want to be happy, you‘ll embrace who you are, not who 

you should be. 

 

MITCHELL. How old are you? 
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MANNY. Old enough to read between the pinstripes.  

 

It‘s a funny scene, but it overtly states what seems so wrong about our current culture: ―If you 

really want to be happy, you‘ll embrace who you are.‖ Except there‘s a tacit cultural agreement 

in America that‘s subtle yet commonplace: Christians aren‘t allowed to embrace who they are. 

James Emery White said it better: ―In current American culture, you are free to be a Christian as 

long as you don‘t actually live out your faith, vote your faith, take a stand in relation to your 

faith, or believe others should embrace your faith. In other words, it can be privately engaging, 

but must remain socially irrelevant.‖
9
 And in no other issue is this more apparent than the 

ongoing war of words, actions, and beliefs between Christians and homosexuals. 

 

Finally Facing the Issue 

Like many Baby Boomer evangelicals, I‘d willingly stuck my head in the sand over the issue of 

sexual freedom. I realized this in the summer of 2014, just before a friend recommended I read 

After The Ball: How America Will Conquer Its Fear and Hatred of Gays in the 90’s, a book 

described as ―required reading for straights interesting in understanding a minority that 

comprises 10 percent of the population.‖
10

 The cheapest used copy I could find was seventy-

seven dollars, so I chose to borrow his book.  

I considered the homosexual issue a matter of sin on an epic level. ―Those‖ people were 

depraved, even puppets of Satan himself. That point of view was evident in my attitudes and 

behaviors, and I showed little love for the LGBT community. Ashamedly, I also made fun of 

them. For this I apologize, and even as I write I am working through my own repentance on the 

                                                 
9http://www.churchandculture.org/Blog.asp?ID=2410. 
10

 https://www.amazon.com/After-Ball-America-Conquer-Hatred/dp/0452264987. 



Mayberry to Modern // Creed Branson 

47 

matter. As I consider the plight of humanity, my sin is as much a reason as any other person‘s for 

needing a Savior in Jesus. 

If you struggle with same-sex attraction, please understand that growing up in Mayberry has 

instilled thoughts and feelings that make it difficult for Baby Boomer Christians like me to 

understand your situation. Unfortunately, human nature sure makes it easy for us to compare our 

sin to those we consider far worse. That‘s not right, but that‘s the nature of the pride and 

arrogance of our fallen state. If I‘d ever thought someone to be an abomination, I had to realize I 

was the same: ―Everyone who is arrogant in heart is an abomination to the Lord; be assured, he 

will not go unpunished‖ (Proverbs 16:5, ESV). My sin and arrogance was and is wrong. 

I can also be grouped into Christ-followers who need to apologize and repent of their 

thoughts, deeds, and words. Every person on the planet was made in God‘s image and they 

deserve my respect, love, and friendship (Genesis 1:26). I am broken over this issue because the 

more I get to know Jesus, the more I love what he loves: his creation, complete with all nations 

and people, all animals and plants. Even the air I breathe and the water I drink are under his 

Lordship. I am truly sorry for my misbehavior and am learning to love, but my mistakes, whether 

realized or not, were wrong. As the song goes, ―Take a look at yourself and you will look at 

others differently, by putting your hand in the hand of the man from Galilee.‖
11

 

However, to be clear, I do not support same-sex marriage because of my view of the Bible. 

As Rosaria Butterfield says, ―I love the sinner and hate my sin!‖ 

 

On the Brink of Collapse 

God‘s sovereignty, authority, and will are the precepts by which a Christ-follower must live. God 

established these when he revealed Himself through the Old and New Testaments. I believe in 

                                                 
11“Put Your Hand in the Hand”. 
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absolute truth found only in God‘s Word, which is also the basis for the U.S. government and all 

its states and commonwealths. 

I also believe the Bible is the inspired Word of God, and very early on we discover God‘s 

nature is to love his creation. The creation which he loves the most is the people who inhabit the 

planet—us! Yet despite the fact that God offers blessings to those who choose to follow his law 

and will curse those who rebel, we all rebel (Deuteronomy 11:26–32). We are all sinners in the 

hands of a just God. What we choose to do with this truth defines us both here and in eternity. 

The Word of God calls this rebellious behavior sin.  

In the Bible, we also read what happens when entire nations rebel. The list of rebels is long 

and includes the major antagonists of the Old and New Testaments: the Canaanites, Philistines, 

Edomites, Assyrians, Grecians, and the Roman Empire all rebelled against God. Today, we don‘t 

have to look very far to see what happens when people choose to live outside of God‘s will and 

precepts. In Family and Civilization, Dr. Carle C. Zimmerman described what happens to a 

nation just before its demise: 

 

According to this research, eight specific patterns of domestic behavior have signaled the 

downward spiral and imminent demise of every culture: 

 

1. Marriage lost its sacredness; it was frequently broken by divorce. 

2. Traditional meaning of the marriage ceremony was lost. Alternate forms and definitions 

of marriage arose, and traditional marriage vows were replaced by individual marriage 

contracts. 
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3. Feminist movements appeared, and women lost interest in child bearing and mothering, 

preferring to pursue power and influence. 

4. Public disrespect for parents and authority in general increased. 

5. Juvenile delinquency, promiscuity, and rebellion accelerated. 

6. People with traditional marriages refused to accept family responsibilities. 

7. Desire for and acceptance of adultery grew. 

8. Increased tolerance for sexual perversions of all kinds, particularly homosexuality, with a 

resultant increase in sex-related crimes.
12

 

 

Zimmerman wrote these words in 1947. Each of those eight issues certainly existed on the 

periphery of Mayberry, but the periphery has become the center. Modern Family is modern 

culture. If we choose to believe Zimmerman‘s hypothesis based on these eight characteristics, 

America is on the brink of collapse. 

                                                 
12

 http://www.case-studies.com/nation-in-decline. 
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Chapter Eight: Tolerating Intolerance   
 

I believe the cultural irrelevancy of the church is the issue that will define and divide the Church 

for the foreseeable future. This is nothing new, however. I believe the Church will survive this 

assault, but the tumult will be damaging and painful—as it has already been.  

The LGBTQ debate is only the beginning. Their agenda, propagated by Marshall Kirk and 

Hunter Madsen in After The Ball, became the homosexual manifesto as millions of their books 

flew off the shelves. It seemed to me that their stratagem was to desensitize Americans, repeat 

their message ad nauseum, and finally to convert the nation‘s closely held belief that 

homosexuality was inappropriate behavior.  

In The Honor Code, Kwame Anthony Appiah states that three actions must occur to bring 

about a moral revolution: 

 

1. What was condemned has to become celebrated. 

2. What was once celebrated is condemned. 

3. Those who refuse to celebrate are condemned. 

  

In the midst of all this, some Christians try to cling to the tradition found in Mayberry despite 

concrete quickly settling over the first two actions mentioned above and cement being poured on 

number three at a record pace. It is but a matter of time before America loses its place on the 

world stage, and it seems as if there is no path forward.  

A Christian who espouses hate toward any individual or group is every bit as sinful as the 

person or group they‘re criticizing. Yet those who castigate Christians for defending biblical 
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marriage are guilty of intolerance on a grand scale, just as Zimmerman predicted. If you don‘t 

celebrate same-sex marriage, you‘re condemned, and ―Intolerant!‖ is yelled from the rooftops. 

While the majority of Americans are entitled to their opinions, a Christian American seemingly 

isn‘t.  

We often ignore our own moral deficits when drawing comparisons to others‘ misdeeds. 

People know when they‘re being looked down upon, and this behavior can have no place in our 

dialogue with any group who doesn‘t share our views. Pride is always the fuel for sin. The very 

nature of pride is rooted in comparison, and it takes root when one feels superior over another. 

But one who merely maintains the integrity of God‘s vision for marriage does not deserve the 

label of bigot. God created marriage to be a covenant relationship between a man and a woman. 

If you believe this, welcome to the new subculture—and prepare yourself for condemnation. 

Prepare with love, however, because Jesus would respond with love to those without God‘s 

blessing. Read Scripture to follow Christ‘s example. 

America‘s postmodern agenda has systematically tried to dismantle this biblical fact and 

reinterpret Scripture to support their own point of view. The Word of God has stood the test of 

time, and regardless of the persecution we receive as followers of Christ, we must rest in God. 

Remember, ―In repentance and rest is your salvation. In quietness and trust is your strength‖ 

(Isaiah 30:15, NIV). Isaiah spoke these words from God when the nation of Israel considered 

forming an allegiance with Egypt, which would effectively usurp God‘s role as head of the 

nation. When the Israelites chose to go their own way, Isaiah confirmed their willful rebellion: 

―But you would have none of it‖ (Isaiah 30:15, NIV).  

Will America go the way of ancient Israel? 

If we continue to disregard the curses that will befall our nation, most certainly we will. 
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The Hollywood Effect 

America has been seduced by this postmodern agenda, which has portrayed homosexuality as no 

different than heterosexuality. Hollywood has colluded by depicting the gay lifestyle as one that 

is common in American families. The highest estimation is around 5.6 percent of all Americans 

are gay or bisexual, but the LGBT public relations juggernaut would have us believe there‘s a 

gay person in every family. An average of all available surveys would claim around 3.5 percent 

of the U.S. Population is gay. That is not to say that same-sex attraction is statistically the same, 

nor does this suggest this is the only group that has participated in same-sex behavior.
13

 One-time 

participation does not equate to a lifestyle. 

Modern Family exemplifies this modern worldview with engaging characters who make us 

laugh and empathize with them. The audience quickly becomes emotionally attached to this 

quirky tribe, and that fondness helps foster the lie that homosexuality is normal, divorce is 

acceptable when we stop loving someone, and our children are going to live promiscuous 

lifestyles. 

In one episode, Cam and Mitchell‘s adopted four-year-old daughter Lily claims she‘s gay. 

They believe Lily is confusing being gay with being Vietnamese. Alarmed, the fathers take Lily 

to a Vietnamese restaurant, hoping that she‘ll meet others who share her ethnic heritage. The 

message is clear: homosexuality, like ethnicity, is genetically determined. It‘s not a choice one 

can make. Ergo, Christians who object to the homosexual lifestyle are going against ―what God 

created and meant to be.‖ Viewers can‘t help but to cheer for them. After all, they‘re just like 

everybody else, aren‘t they? America‘s culture now says yes, but the Bible calls this behavior sin.  

                                                 
13

 http://williamsinstitute.law.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/Gates-How-Many-People-LGBT-Apr-2011.pdf. 
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The LGBT strategy has insinuated their agenda into the entertainment industry and every 

facet of society. Celebrities who ―marry‖ same-sex partners appear on talk shows and are 

featured in magazines like royalty. There are gay legislators, mayors, government appointees, 

and Boy Scout leaders. A mere few days before this was written, a couple was applauded at the 

Democratic National Convention in July 2016 because they had aborted a child because it was 

inconvenient for them at the time. Again, if I speak out against this, I am to be condemned.  

All men are created equal in the sight of God. When Americans discriminated against blacks, 

we were wrong. Being black is not a sin. The church and the nation repented, but overcoming the 

prejudice that still exists will take time. As the Bible teaches, sexual behavior outside of the 

confines of marriage is sin. This includes cohabitation, adultery, using pornography, and yes, 

homosexual behavior. What I am not saying is that all prejudice has been eliminated in America. 

The LGBT community often argues from political or scientific points of view. They tend to 

disregard family influences, as well as non-genetic biological and social influences. And they 

want society to see the moral question of their lifestyle as irrelevant. Morality only factors for 

them in accusing Christians of being unloving, intolerant, and judgmental toward same-sex 

attraction. While science can inform us, it cannot distinguish right from wrong. 

―Jesus said, ‗Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, 

and the two shall become one flesh. So they are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore God 

has joined together, let not man separate‘‖ (Matthew 19:5–6). Jesus was affirming the biblical 

precept that one man and one woman ought to be married in a permanent, complementary 

relationship. According to the Word of God, all forms of sexual immorality exist outside of the 

confides of marriage. For instance, Jesus considered divorce a sexually immoral practice. 



Mayberry to Modern // Creed Branson 

54 

Jesus was actually quoting Genesis when he spoke about marriage: ―So God created man in 

his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them. And God 

blessed them. And God said to them, ‗Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, 

and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every 

living thing that moves on the earth‘‖ (Genesis 1:27–28). It‘s clear why man and woman were 

formed: Be fruitful, multiply, and exercise dominion over the earth. 

To be faithful followers of Christ means submitting to the will of God. Our free will means 

we must choose to reject sin. Of course, we‘re all born into sin and continue to sin. Deliberate sin 

is the question. Modern Family is invested in convincing the rest of the world that their version 

of ―love‖ is accepted by God. They claim that a relationship between same-sex couples is as 

valid as that of a man and a woman and should be sanctified in marriage. 

Inappropriate behavior can be treated. Rarely seen in the press are the variety of treatments 

available to homosexuals who wish to abandon such behavior. Surprising to some may be the 

fact that some of the most effective treatments take a secular approach.
14

 The results are roughly 

equivalent to the treatment of depression, and the state of denial is exasperated when the 

postmodern agenda denies they have been brainwashed byactivism and believe the lie that these 

behaviors are just another example of being in a perfect or normal state with God. The person 

who doesn't see these truths as inappropriate behavior lives with the impossibility of overcoming 

the compulsion. But of course, overcoming this behavior really isn‘t what the person in the 

LGBT community needs most. They need to know Jesus and the life that is possible in him. 

                                                 
14

 The effects of alcoholism and the abuse to the body will shorten the life of most people. The result of a lifetime of 

homosexuality is worse. Jeffrey Satinover, M.D. makes this case in his groundbreaking book, Homosexuality and 

the Politics of Truth. The alcoholic will shorten his life 5-10 years, the homosexual 25-30. Both have a higher risk 

for liver disease and hepatitis—the homosexual with infectious hepatitis and a higher risk of liver cancer. The 

alcoholic has an increased risk of getting esophageal cancer while the homosexual has an increased risk of rectal or 

bowel cancer or other infectious diseases. Both have a higher incidence of suicide (pp 49-51). 



Mayberry to Modern // Creed Branson 

55 

Their cure is holiness, as is mine. We all have inappropriate sexual thoughts and feelings. We all 

need holiness, and the more we understand God and get close to Jesus, the more we realize our 

own brokenness. 

I believe more Americans would love Jesus if they were introduced to the Jesus I know. Why 

can‘t they love Christians? Do they need to vilify Christ-followers in order to justify their 

behavior? They employ their unique brand of intolerance by equating every Christian with the 

deplorable actions of the Westboro Baptist Church. Perhaps they can‘t love us because we aren‘t 

very lovable or because of our own brand of legalism. If this is the case, repentance may be in 

our future. Perhaps God has you and me at this place and time because he wants us to love our 

LGBTQ relatives, co-workers, and neighbors.  

I can confidently speak for the majority of Christians when I say to the Modern 

Familycommunity that we don‘t hate you. We truly love you. And it is because we love you that 

we don‘t want to see you cut off from fellowship with God. Perhaps we have made mistakes in 

dealing with people caught up in this behavior. As for me, I am repenting from this behavior. I 

am called to love everyone. Gay proponents have conquered the secular consciousness. Now 

they have set their sights on God‘s Church. Our response must be to welcome people where they 

have need and have an open dialogue that will welcome anyone seeking to know God‘s grace. To 

do this, we will need to do so in proximity with them. 

 

Isn’t the traditional view of marriage harmful? 

The gospel explains that we are all fundamentally sinful. We are called to kill anything in our 

character that is in conflict with the gospel. We are called to follow Jesus. This is why he said, 

―Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or father 
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or children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, who will not receive a hundredfold now in 

this time, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions, 

and in the age to come eternal life‖ (Mark 10:29–30). We have to leave things behind. Some of 

these things are good things for the better thing, Jesus. When we teach people that there is no 

sacrifice, we call Jesus a liar. Further, our culture idolizes sex. Our culture defines us by claiming 

that life without sex is no life at all! Sexual fulfillment does not mean human fulfillment. 

Perhaps the bigger questions for us are ―Do you know that you are broken?‖ and ―Do we know 

that we need a Savior because of this brokenness?‖ This is why Jesus died on a cross. We have 

faith in Jesus to deliver us into his kingdom and deliver us from our brokenness—but sin will 

always be a part of our life so that we might realize our need for Jesus. The closer we get to 

Jesus, the more we realize we need him. This needs to be our message to the modern family—not 

condemnation. 

Flouting acceptable cultural mores was always considered pagan. By conventional standards, 

and setting aside for a moment the sin as expressed in the Bible, we can apply this definition and 

make a case for sin being ―living one‘s life without fear of consequences.‖ Postmodern society 

fails to recognize this definition as sin. Morality may simply suggest that to live a long life one 

needs to function with some modicum of self-control, e.g., diet and exercise. A man who has 

indiscriminate sex with women risks siring out-of-wedlock offspring and contracting diseases. 

He might self-medicate with drugs and alcohol to ease the pain of loneliness and ambient guilt, 

consequently shortening his life by many years. 

The moral question becomes, ―Is living without concern for consequences good or bad?" 

Alcoholism, drug abuse, and promiscuity all have their consequences, and society will bear the 

aftermath in the form of higher medical costs if in no other area. 
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Shamefully, some churches have fallen for the lies of Modern Familyand the performance of 

ceremonies for same-sex couples. I don't think God appreciates the influence they might have in 

steering people away from the truth of Scripture. They want to usurp God as the final authority. 

But ―‗Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and scattering the sheep of my pasture!‘ declares 

the Lord‖ (Jeremiah 21:3). 

So how are we to respond to this problem? 

 

The Church’s Response 

There is only one thing to do: love them.  

In my last vocational ministry role, we were often asked, "Are homosexuals welcome?" 

Anyone who truly desires to have a relationship with God or who is honestly trying to discover 

their spiritual nature is welcome in more places of worship no matter their circumstances in life. 

Churches have doctrinal beliefs. As such, tolerance demands that we are able to stand on our 

doctrine. 

In Genesis 3:1, when Satan tempted Eve to disbelieve God by asking her, "Did God really 

say that?" she should have stood firm on the answer. Sin came into the world as a result, and 

―Surely you will not die‖ was a lie exchanged for the truth from which we all still suffer. 

My approach is to seek to understand before attempting to persuade. I've heard this referred 

to as "Listening Evangelism." Take time to help, not condemn. Listen, ask questions, and lead.  

 With a person who doesn‘t trust the Bible, I try to find a place where we can agree and build 

a bridge to an honest and loving conversation. This dialogue needs to be without any bias and 

rooted in the context of biblical doctrine. Anything short of that, or any misuse of the Word, will 
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always cause controversy and come to a bad end. ―All have sinned and fall short of the glory of 

God‖ (Romans 3:23), and our way back to God is to recognize our sin and repent of it.  

When someone enslaved by an addiction comes to our church, they will find a community 

where they can discover God in a safe place. I would hope everyone is invited to participate in 

ministry, but do they serve as leaders? No. If you believe the Bible, only people who are genuine 

followers of Jesus are allowed to serve in leadership roles. I would hope that all our leaders 

would aspire to the doctrinal foundation laid out by the apostle Paul when he addressed Timothy:  

 

As I urged you when I was going to Macedonia, remain at Ephesus so that you may 

charge certain persons not to teach any different doctrine, nor to devote themselves to 

myths and endless genealogies, which promote speculations rather than the 

stewardship from God that is by faith. The aim of our charge is love that issues from a 

pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith. Certain persons, by swerving from 

these, have wandered away into vain discussion, desiring to be teachers of the 

law, without understanding either what they are saying or the things about which they 

make confident assertions (1 Timothy 1:3–7). 

 

Anyone who has come to Christ and lives within the construct of God‘s love and law can be a 

powerful witness for both. We will pray for you, we will pray with you, and we will walk with 

you in your journey of repentance. We will rejoice with you when you are delivered and 

redeemed.  
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Chapter Nine: A Case Study in Proximity Spaces 
 

The question for us to consider is how then should we engage a culture where the sanctity of self 

far outweighs the holiness of God? How can we evangelize in a world that seems to always call 

itself its own savior? How can we hold on to beliefs more acclimated to Mayberry when talking 

to a modern family? 

The worship of self has never been greater. ―My Will Be Done‖ is the tacit credo in America 

and elsewhere. Even parsing the Word results in some welcoming Jesus as Savior while rejecting 

him as Lord. 

People are also convinced that sin doesn‘t really exist, and anyone who says it does is being 

intolerant. And all the while the enemy‘s message remains the same as when he first slithered 

onto the scene: ―Surely you will not die.‖ What better way to defeat a foe than to convince him 

you don‘t exist? 

So how do we convince cynical generations that they need Jesus? How do we help them find 

The Way when they don‘t even believe they‘re lost—when they think their way is The Way, so 

long as they follow their heart? 

We need more churches.  

Now, I realize this isn‘t an original idea. But when I saw churches starting a slow and steady 

decline in attendance over the last two decades and an alarming number of people dismissing the 

church as irrelevant, I was motivated to find a way to make the church relevant. 

How?  

By making the church the mission field.  

To meet people where they are and love them there.  
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The way Jesus did. 

Mayberry was a mirage, a hearkening back to an earlier, simpler, and more tolerant place for 

Christians. But the church needs to awaken from its slumber. We need to stop living black-and-

white lives and choose to engage a hi-def generation. We need to retain the kindness and stability 

of Andy Griffith while speaking with love to the Mitchells and Cams of this world. We need to 

live and love as Jesus did, amongst a culture that mirrors the Romans of his day: antagonistic to 

our beliefs and opinions, yet still worthy of our love, generosity, understanding, kindness—and 

evangelism. 

The mission of the church—your mission as a Christian—has never changed: ―Go and make 

disciples.‖ But the way we‘re to go about doing that constantly changes. 

 

The Early Origins of Our Proximity Space 

I propose that the Church‘s best way forward to evangelize American culture in the twenty-first 

century is to create what Alan Hirsch and Mike Frost first called ―proximity spaces.‖ These are 

―places or events where Christians and not-yet-Christians can interact meaningfully with each 

other.‖
15

 A proximity space meets the needs of the community while simultaneously incarnating 

the gospel. 

I firmly believe this is wholly effective because we created a proximity space called The 

nZone that has facilitated fantastic opportunities for unforced evangelism while also meeting 

specific needs of our surrounding community. As for how we did this, I need to share some of 

my own personal history. 

                                                 
15The Shaping of Things to Come, Hirsch and Foster 
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My story begins with dogs, beer, and a deep desire for red meat—a quintessentially 

American tale.  

In 2008 my friend Shane Adkisson planted Mosaic Christian Church, a new church in 

downtown St. Louis. It was started with support from O‘Fallon Christian Church, the church that 

my wife Karen and I were attending. When we weren‘t busy with ministry at O‘Fallon, we‘d 

help Shane‘s church. As his friends, we wanted to provide more, but as owners of a struggling 

pizza business, we couldn‘t afford to be as generous as our hearts desired. So we gave what we 

could in terms of one great idea: Doggie Tales. 

Sure, the title may have been an unsubtle variation on VeggieTales, but our aim was neither 

to entertain children nor get into the (then) lucrative VHS home-video market. Rather, we sought 

to solve two problems with one furry brushstroke: through a doggie daycare, we could engage 

and evangelize the city while also offering the proceeds to help support Shane and his church.  

Unfortunately, our idea never got its paws off the ground. Doggie Tales never launched, but 

God saw fit to see past our perceived failure and later use it for his good. Shane still leads 

Mosaic Christian Church, and our doggone idea was finally released from its cage three years 

later—but in a much different form. 

 

The Bud Building 

You may be wondering how beer was involved in our story. (Then again, you may not, 

depending on your particular denomination or stance on alcohol). As God would have it, our 

germ of an idea with Doggie Tales was about to ferment into something that would boil over into 

the community, wildly exceeding even our high expectations for what God could do. 
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In the fall of 2008, my wife and I faced the tough decision of planting a church in Texas or 

heading back to northern Virginia to help a multi-site church develop a new strategy and ―lead 

from the second chair.‖ One of the main drawbacks to the Virginia option was that two decades 

past we‘d spent a miserable year there while I worked for a large restaurant firm. Could we 

expect the same, or had it changed? Or would my different job and calling as a pastor make me 

reconsider the city? 

In many phases throughout our lives, my wife and I have held fast to the statement, ―We will 

go until God gives us a no.‖ For a week, we visited with New Life Christian Church (NLCC) in 

Chantilly, VA, essentially a suburb of Washington D.C. Our decision was apparent, though not 

without moments of confusion about whether this was the right choice. For instance, Karen‘s 

father was terminally ill at the time, and she wisely chose to stay with him in St. Louis for the 

first seven months of my time back in Virginia.  

On November 16, 2008—nearly fifteen years to the day of when I gave my life to Christ—I 

began my tenure as Executive Pastor of NLCC.  

About six months earlier, my new church had started negotiations to purchase an eighty-three 

thousand square-foot former Budweiser distribution facility. Like many audacious goals God 

calls his people toward, we weren‘t sure how this significant purchase would be funded. Possibly 

even more astoundingly, we weren‘t even exactly sure how we were going to use the space. The 

only reason we worked so diligently to buy this ―Bud Building‖ was that the leadership of NLCC 

firmly believed that God honors those who take risks in faith to advance his kingdom. 

And if there‘s one thing New Life our church is about, it‘s advancing his kingdom. 

 

Fasting from My Favorite 
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Now, every good story has its ―All is lost‖ moment. For such a sizable investment, our story 

wouldn‘t be complete without such a moment. On June 23, 2009, the day before we were set to 

make our offer, our broker informed us that another client of his had won the bid and was going 

to move his medical facility into the building.  

It seemed as if … all was lost. 

So, in a moment of desperation, I followed my lead pastor. (Not that it requires moments of 

desperation for me to do so, but this seemed like an extenuating circumstance.) I chose to join 

him in fasting from red meat.  

Now, you have to understand, I‘m a red-blooded American man who enjoys red-blooded 

meat: medium-rare steaks, pork chops, hamburgers, roasts, fried chicken, and, well, just about 

anything else that can be grilled on an open flame. Road kill, especially deer, isn‘t necessarily 

off-limits either, as my wife would likely (ashamedly) attest. So I chose to refrain from eating 

what I most liked to eat. It was my way of showing God how desirous we were to own this 

property. 

But I secretly wondered if this fast revealed something selfish about our plans. Were we 

depending more on our own efforts than God‘s? The Israelites acted the same way when they 

went to Egypt for help against a foe greater than themselves (See Isaiah 30 and 31). Our foe was 

not knowing the future and wanting to figure it out so we could put our anxious minds at rest. 

What we know now that we didn‘t then is that God had it all figured out. He was going to 

provide the right resources at the right time to show us the way. 

For the next two months, we heard nothing from the broker. On a late August day, I called to 

inquire if the deal was still in place. Much to my shock and delight, the building had gone back 

on the market as of 5 p.m. that very day. 
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I‘ll be honest here: drool may have slipped through the sides of my lips at the thought of a 

medium-rare rib eye for dinner. But as church leaders, real estate professionals, and 

businesspeople know, negotiations of this magnitude are seldom quick. On September 22, 2010, 

we closed on the building. Construction began in January 2011. 

And because of the three months that had passed when we thought we‘d never get the 

building, we ultimately saved $1 million. We were also grateful to our sole lender, Church 

Development Fund, who were willing to walk where no other lending institution would tread. 

Thus The nZone was born, a place that provides ―safe, fun opportunities for athletes of all 

ages to develop athletic skills across a variety of sports in a family-friendly environment where 

they will also cultivate character traits beneficial to their competitive spirit and the community at 

large.‖
16

The nZone is an incredible proximity space in the guise of an indoor sports and athletics 

complex that has changed thousands of lives, such as Sammie‘s from this book‘s opening story.  

In experiencing my story again as I‘m telling it to you, I‘m struck with this thought: If God 

can speak through a donkey, why should I be surprised that he‘d use dogs, beer, and red meat to 

get my attention?  

But the real question you should be asking yourself is: what ―signs‖ is God using in your life 

to get your attention? How is he trying to get your head out of the sand and into the world? 

Where has he intentionally placed you so that you can use proximity spaces to speak to 

unbelievers about the love, grace, and freedom found in Jesus Christ? 

Pause for a moment and carefully consider those questions. 

Now ask yourself (and your church leadership), ―How can my church begin to prayerfully 

consider creating a proximity space? What would that look like for our specific church in our 

                                                 
16http://thenzone.com/about-us/ 

http://thenzone.com/about-us/
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particular community? What needs within our city aren‘t currently being met that we could meet 

by creating an intentional proximity space? How can we be the church through a place that 

doesn‘t look like a church?‖ 
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Chapter Ten: How to Create Personal Proximate Spaces 
 

In the same way that our churches can create proximate spaces so as to encourage unforced 

evangelism, we ought to live our Christian lives as if every place we visit is a proximate space. 

After all, shouldn‘t Hirsch and Foster‘s definition of proximity spaces (―where Christians and 

not-yet-Christians can interact meaningfully with each other‖) fit every place we go? 

Yet I know that many Christians have mild to severe difficulties in openly talking about their 

faith with their family, friends, neighbors, and coworkers, let alone strangers they may meet on 

the street or at a coffee shop. Know this: you‘re not alone. You‘re not the only one who wrestles 

with how to incorporate your faith into your daily living. It would seem that some Christians 

(especially the ―professional‖ ones on church staffs) make it seem so easy. They‘re willing to talk 

Jesus at any moment. 

But, for many Christians, and especially those in corporate America, talking about Jesus can 

be cause for retribution, or even termination. As evidenced by tracing what‘s happened from 

Mayberry to Modern Family, the world people my age once knew isn‘t the same world we live in 

today. Much has changed, and much of that change has effectively silenced Christians in public 

spaces. But we‘re not called to be silent about what God has done in our lives. Just as Peter said 

in Acts 5:29, ―We must obey God rather than human beings.‖  

While this may sometimes mean standing apart and alone, at other times it may simply mean 

being open to seeing everywhere you go as a proximity space where you as a Christian might 

meaningfully interact with a non-believer. It‘s ―lifestyle evangelism‖ without the baggage that 

some Christians associate with being ―evangelical.‖ 

So how can you go about creating space for proximate spaces in your own life? 
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Welcome the outsider as an insider. 

For years, I‘ve heard my pastor exclaim the merits of churches that meet in public places. One of 

his most interesting points is the idea of insiders and outsiders. People with little to no exposure 

to church who drive by a typical church with a steeple or cross see the people within as insiders. 

Ergo, such non-believers will seldom if ever step foot into a church. 

Also, because the loudest voices often receive the most news coverage, non-believers who 

don‘t know at least one Bible-believing Christian tend to believe what they see on TV. (The same 

could be said of Christians who have no non-believers as friends: that all of those people are the 

same). But we ought to know by now that TV isn‘t real life. Rather, it reflects back to us an 

exaggerated version of reality. To fight that, we need to understand that those we perceive as 

outsiders are what some of us were (1 Corinthians 6:11). Consequently, we as Christ-followers 

should go out of our way to make newcomers fell welcome.  

Further, church leaders, laymen, and vocational ministers need to rethink how they build new 

structures and what they intend to place on their buildings in order to attract people far from 

God. If we are to present the gospel using culturally relevant ideas and ―outsiders‖ are going to 

be repelled from the building, why continue to build such buildings? Make no mistake, the cross 

to me is the power of God. I love the cross. I also want everyone to hear the message of the 

cross. But to do that we must be in proximity with them. That occurs either when a Christ-

follower goes to non-believers or they come to an inviting church where they can hear the 

message of the gospel.  

If this generation isn‘t going to walk into a building with a cross or a steeple on it, I suggest 

we not display them. Rather, let‘s introduce them to Christ and he can show them what the cross 
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really means. Make no mistake: when people visit the nZone on Sunday morning, they are 

coming to New Life Christian Church. Every Sunday, the message is based on sound, biblical 

doctrine. They point people to Jesus. 

 

Judge not. 

Country clubs and other membership organizations are further examples of insiders and outsiders 

where outsiders aren‘t welcome for a variety of reasons. In fact, isn‘t the church often such a 

membership organization? Membership isn‘t bad per se, but it becomes inappropriate when the 

very people Christians should be welcoming (sinners and tax collectors) aren‘t welcome. Some 

churches claim to be welcoming but are too judgmental with regard to visitors‘ habits, dress, 

lifestyle, etc. And even when a church body isn‘t blatant in their disregard for an outsider, 

members may be guilty of sending non-verbal signals of disapproval or simply failing to do 

something so easy as to say hi. 

People want to be known, not judged. People want to belong before they believe. 

I once felt such judgment in a misunderstanding. After Diane, my wife at the time, had 

passed away and I had moved to another town, a close friend of mine visited me. He and I chose 

to check out one of the local churches. Upon entering, a female greeter told us, ―Homosexuals 

aren‘t welcome in this church.‖ We weren‘t a gay couple—just two friends checking out a 

church. I was personally offended, but I was also hurt thinking that this church that ostensibly 

shared Christ‘s love would turn away anybody for any reason. 

After the service, we met with the church‘s pastor and related the incident. His response was 

the same as the woman who had scolded us. I never returned to that church, where only the 

insiders like them were welcome. 
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Be the right amount of salt and light. 

The wisest encapsulation of what it means to create a personal proximate space comes from 

Jesus in his Sermon on the Mount, as recorded in Matthew 5:13–16: 

 

You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty 

again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. 

You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people 

light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to 

everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may 

see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 

 

Salt must have flavor or it should be tossed on to the road. Metaphorically, this refers to 

followers of Christ and their necessity to represent the kingdom of God well through their works. 

Their works will be recognized by men and glorify God in the process. So we are to be public in 

our words and actions when it comes to following Christ. 

But can we be too public? Maybe the better question is, can we over-evangelize? Can we be 

too persistent in delivering the gospel? 

I spent a good part of my life in the restaurant business, and I‘m a very good cook. 

Oversalting food renders it inedible. 

Or consider what happens when you stare into a light: temporary blindness. When the glory 

of God passed before Moses, God placed him in the cleft of a rock and covered the cleft with his 

hand so that Moses wouldn‘t die. Moses only saw God‘s back (Exodus 33:12–23). 
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Without the right kind of relationship in place between a Christian and a non-believer, I 

believe you can be too salty or too blinding. That‘s why I think street preachers likely have such 

a low conversion rate: they‘re as salty and light as you can get, but they pour out heaping piles of 

judgment and condescension without having established anything remotely resembling an honest 

relationship with the person they‘re vainly trying to shout to Christ. Perched atop their literal 

soapbox, even their stance reveals an insider versus outsider mentality. 

Rather, we need to be the right amount of salt and light in all of the proximate spaces of our 

lives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter Eleven: To Serve is to Live 
 

While I don‘t necessarily ascribe to the ‘80s saying, ―If it ain‘t broke, break it,‖ I do believe that 

it is way too easy to get caught in complacency. This is also true of the church. You grow or you 

die. 

We are alive when we create. 
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Perhaps we should start where we first find evidence of God: “Let us make 

man in our image, in our likeness” (Genesis1:26 NIV). As we look at the previous 

twenty-five verses through the lens of verse 26, what do we learn about God? I’ll 

discuss two observations here. 

God said, “Let there be” (to create) and “God saw all that he made, and it was 

very good” (to celebrate). God loves to create and he loves to celebrate!Are we not 

most alive when we are creating something new?Or when we are celebrating? Is 

creativity and celebration where we are most alive?If we are to live out our true 

nature, perhaps it is the pursuit of finding our true self that solves this mystery. 

This is the essence of human ontology: being or becoming the person we were 

created to be.In my opinion, this is every person’s mission, and our strategy is 

found specifically in the shema as recorded in Mark 12:30–31: “Jesus said, ‘And 

you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 

with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘You shall love 

your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” 

God wants man to love, to be creative, and to be joyful. I am most alive when I am creating 

something new—especially when something old isn‘t working 

You have to serve to be alive. 

God made man in his image, and we see at least three attributes of God that he passed on to 

man in this short time: the desire to share his love with something new, the ability and desire to 

create, and joy.  
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God builds the church, and I‘m sure we can all agree on this. The church‘s job is to 

participate by prayerfully following God into the area where no significant change can occur 

without the deliberate hand of God being involved. This requires risk. Risk is in direct conflict 

with the status quo.  

Many get caught up in accepting the status quo. They may rationalize this as God‘s will or 

believe that God isn‘t growing their church because he wants to take this group of people deeper, 

or any one of a number of rationalizations (excuses).  

I have rarely heard the question, ―What is a church?‖ I was once asked this question and had 

to really think about the answer. There were other ministry leaders on this same call, and they 

were about as perplexed as I was. So I turned to the writings of Francis Schaeffer.  

He presents five minimum requirements for the church, as found in the Bible: 

 

1. The church does not ally with unbelievers, even though Christians may share some of the 

same beliefs, such as feeding the poor, working against injustice of any sort, etc. 

2. The church is a gathering of Christians who meet on the first day of the week to worship. 

True community exists within this group. These disciples have responsibilities as 

followers (Luke 14:25–35). 

3. The church stands for the truth as found in the Word of God, even in the face of danger. 

4. The church celebrates at least two sacraments: baptism and communion. 

5. The church has oversight by godly leaders (and the qualifications are found in 1 Timothy 

3:113 and Titus 1:5–9). The New Testament clearly identifies the requirements as Paul 

tells Timothy and Titus in those respective books of the Bible. We also find discipline as 

a norm in the first-century church. Paul writes to the Corinthians and the other apostles 
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that discipline needs to take place among the church. We find that with Jesus in Matthew 

18.At times, these leaders must discipline the behavior of Christians when their behavior 

is inconsistent with Christian beliefs. It is important to note that leadership disciplines 

―believers‖ within their gathering or body.  

 

Beyond these requirements, as we look to the past and the different forms of church, we must 

come to conclusion that the form of the church, whether it‘s a sports facility or is used during the 

week for business purposes, meets the needs of the community. Consequently, it will take many 

forms. Schaffer agreed: ―There is no biblical norm as to where, and where not, the church should 

meet. The central fact is that the early concept of church had no connection with a church 

building.‖
17

 

The early church met in homes. As persecution eased, gatherings of Christians became more 

public. The buildings took the form of elaborate displays of reverence to God. In time, these 

buildings changed. In twentieth-century America, one could look at a building and have a very 

good idea as to the denomination that met in the place.  

As persecution returns, the form of the building will need to change as well. Now, I‘m not 

saying the Western church is experiencing anything like the first-century church did, or even 

what is happening in India, China, and many other places around the world today. The change I 

am referring to is the need for church buildings to be places where Christians can interact with 

unbelievers. 

This is the essence of Proximity Space. Most Christians in America feel insecure about 

sharing their faith, so they don‘t. In fact, our government and our corporations tell us we cannot 

evangelize in these places. It is easy to see how this is carried over into the lives of Christians. 

                                                 
17

Schaffer, The Church at the End of the Twentieth Century,p. 62. 
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Church leadership can help remove the obstacles presented by these outside forces. One easy 

way is to teach Christians to share how Jesus has changed their life. Another is simply to live as 

though Jesus is central to their life and their behavior follows. But, ultimately, to see someone 

come to salvation, believers must be in proximity with unbelievers. This is where form and 

function collide. 

Aside from living out the Great Commission, it is every Christian's responsibility to practice 

community. It is this very thing that separated the early Christian from their pagan peers. We see 

this in the shema: love God and love people. Community means helping your neighbor, and who 

is your neighbor? Jesus answered this very question from a Pharisee.  

Additionally, we learn much from the example of the sacrificing Samaritan, who did the 

difficult thing in helping a hurt man in the parable of the Good Samaritan. First, the Samaritan 

did have to sacrifice. He sacrificed money and much of his time. As Schaffer wrote, ―We must 

exhibit community that is real and not just an inscription on a banner we carry on Saturday 

afternoon between four and five.‖
18

 I believe the church must recreate itself to be the good news 

for the community as we see in the first century. 

Change occurs either in adaptive or operational forms. Adaptive means new methods. 

Operational refers to old methods. The question is, what is appropriate for your situation? More 

change equals more need for people to be involved at many levels or turnover is likely to occur.  

To a fault, I have a love affair with adaptive change. There is usually a wake that affects 

others as a result. When God created the heavens and the earth, that was adaptive change. When 

this happened, some of the angels weren‘t happy. When worship methods change, that‘s 

operational change. Some believe proximity space is adaptive. I‘m not sure. Proximity spaces 
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Schaffer, The Church at the End of the Twentieth Century, p. 71. 
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were around during Mayberry. This was the church. When people needed a place to meet, they 

met in the church. When crises occurred, people immediately thought of the church. Proximity 

space may seem adaptive because this isn‘t what the church has been for more than twenty years.  

Many say the future of the church is bleak. In fact, church attendance peaked in 1959 and has 

been on a decline since. I don‘t think God is going to abandon his church, but I do think God is 

moving in people all around the world to be creative in reaching people for Jesus. This is the case 

for proximity space. Churches close in America at a rate of 3500 to 4000 per year.
19

 Is this any 

surprise? A few years ago, I went to Turkey to visit the Seven Churches of Revelation. Many of 

them had a plaque that represented the church or a pile of stones. Ephesus is the most visited but 

not habitable. Why would it surprise us that churches close? Like any organism, there is a life 

cycle. 

I love to fish. My fishing is usually restricted to catch and release. In fly-fishing, I use hooks 

that aren‘t barbed unless I plan to eat the fish I catch. The absence of a barb helps ensure the fish 

isn‘t hurt (too much, anyway). I know a guy who fishes in deep water, and in deep water you‘ll 

find marlin. These are great game fish but can be hurt because they put up a great fight. 

However, there are parts of the world that use rags to catch marlin. The rags wrap around the bait 

and stay attached to the fish‘s bill through friction.  

There are many ways to catch fish. There are also many ways to bring people to Jesus. The 

traditional church model has been effective in America for a couple of centuries and will 

continue to be so in parts of America, at least for a while. These churches are effective with 

people who have an earlier exposure to the church. But what about those who have never been to 

church? 
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http://www.patheos.com/blogs/christiancrier/2013/10/26/why-we-are-losing-so-many-

churches-in-the-united-states. 

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/christiancrier/2013/10/26/why-we-are-losing-so-many-churches-in-the-united-states/
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This is why outreach has always been effective.  

The apostle Paul grew up in Tarsus, a port city. Many different people groups, cultures, and 

languages collided in this port city, and, no doubt, Paul‘s effectiveness was greater because he 

could speak their language. His father was a tentmaker. Paul (then Saul) was taught in his 

father‘s ways of tentmaking. As a teenager, Paul was shipped to Jerusalem to train under the 

great Rabbi Gamaliel. Later in life, Paul would use his skills in the Torah, the Law of Moses, and 

his tentmaking to reach people for Jesus.  

Paul was in proximity to those far from Christ. 

A church needs to be a part of the community, not separated from it. There is no secular. 

Wherever we are is holy ground. When someone walks into a church, they should feel as if it is 

home. You can do that one-on-one or in a proximity space. 

The gospel comes first and mission in the name of the Lord Jesus comes last. In the middle 

of these actions, we find community. We see this in Mayberry and in Modern Family. The 

question may be the foundation of this community. Both Mayberry and Modern Family can help 

people who need food, shelter, and the necessities in life. But the church is the only institution 

that has the secret to a fulfilling life.  

How will you do your part? 

 


